The 14th Battle of the Oldies
Ends in a Draw
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The 14th edition of the "Battle of the Oldies" cricket encounter between the Old Boys
Associations of St. Xavier’s College and Gamini National School Past Pupils’ Association
concluded in a draw, as rain brought an early end to the highly anticipated clash for the
Mayor’s Cup in Nuwara Eliya last Monday.

The event was graced by Brigadier Wasantha Herath, an alumnus of Gamini National College,
and Rev. Bro. Stephen of St. Xavier’s Church. Also in attendance were Mr. Nimal Kumaradasa,
Principal of Gamini National School, and Mr. Mathew Paulraj, Principal of St. Xavier’s College.
Senior advisors of SXCOBA, Paul Perera and Suren Swaminathan, along with a large number
of players, alumni, and spectators, contributed to the success and spirit of the occasion.

Chief Guest Brigadier Wasantha Herath, addressing the gathering, praised the efforts of the
joint organizing committee, emphasizing the importance of maintaining unity and tradition
through such events.

Prominent alumni Uchitha Bandara, a lawyer and old boy of Gamini, and Old Xaverian,
Benjamin Jeganathan, an academic, both hailing from Nuwara Eliya, highlighted the
encounter’s key objective: to revive and promote holistic education in the region—a timely
and vital initiative. They acknowledged the significant contributions made by OBA members
towards their alma maters, which have already led to notable improvements.

Winning the toss, the skipper of Gamini PPA invited the Old Xaverians to bat first in a 25-over
game. The Xaverians posted a competitive 224 for 4 in their allotted overs. Key contributions
came from: Mohomed Irshard — 73, Pradeepan Jeganathan — 63, Tony Peter Paul —39, Ramlan
Mohammed 23. S.Laxan 2*, Kavindu Maduranga 1, Chinthaka Nishantha 4/39/ 2



Did not bat: Sanjeewa Weerasinghe, Gerald Anthony, Wanapushpa Peterpaul, John
Christopher, Ravi Chandran, Coach: Mohomed Zaky

In response, the Old Gaminians reached 124/ 2 in 15 overs before rain interrupted play.
Standout performances included: Lakmal Eranga — 43, Chinthaka Nishantha 52, Asanka
Dissanayake 13* , Senila Sanika 08*, Kavindu Maduranga 4/28 /1, John Christopher 2/21/1

Did not bat: Sameera Lakmal, Chandimal Wimalarathne, Asanka Silva, Kasun Dananjaya,
Jayashan Sadeepa, Pubudu Priyadharshana (wk), Yasitha Anuradha
Coach: Keeth Chandrasena
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Due to the interruption, the match was declared a draw. The Mayor’s Cup was jointly awarded
to both team captains by Brigadier Wasantha Herath and SXCOBA senior advisor Paul Perera.

The Organizing Committee comprised a dedicated team of individuals who worked tirelessly
to ensure the success of the event. Members included Chandika Waidyasiri, Sandaruwan
Herath, Ujitha Samarawickrama, Uchitha Bandara, Krishani de Silva, Thomas Benjamin, Nilan
de Zoysa, Thissa Jayawardene, and R.M. Nawaz. They were ably supported by Chaminda
Emmanuel, John Christopher, Tony Peterpaul, Sanjeewa Weerasinghe, Thushara Rajapakse,
Tharanga, and Rohan Peiris.

Mohomed Irshard of SXCOBA, Man of the Match, Chinthaka Nishantha of GCC Best Batsman
and Best Bowler were awarded.

The match was adjudged by Suraj Senaratne and K.Kasthuriarachchi of Umpires from the
ACUSL Kandy.
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